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STATEMENT OF FAITH

Bible:We believe the Bible to be the complete Word of God; that the sktybooks, as originally written,
comprising the Old and New Testaments were ®oehthed and were entirelyrée from error; we believe

that God, in His providence, ensured the preservation of His Word so that that the Bible is the final authority
in all matters of faith and practice and the true basis of Christian union.

God:We believe in One God, Creator of all, holy, sovereign, eternal, existing in three equal Persons, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit who have enjoyed perfect love and community for all of eternity.

God the FatherWe believe in one God, the Father aimy who is over all and who sovereignly
works through all and in all according to His purpolde. shares the same divine essence as His Son
and the Holy Spirit so that they are each fully God. We believe that He sent the Son to redeem the
church, whom ld chose and adopted to make them-heirs with the Son and true children of the
Father, blessing them with every blessing, and disciplining them, as a loving Father.

God the SonWe believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of Bedhares the sandivine
essence as His Father and the Holy Spirit and is fully Wedoelieve in His eternal existence with
the Father and Holy Spirit in preincarnate glowe believe that He took on full humanity when He
was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born eirgin. He lived a sinless life, died a substitutionary
death, was resurrected bodily, and ascended triumphanitg.is the head of the church and now
sits at the right hand of the Father, mediating for His people until the day He returns to reign.

God the Holy Spirit We believe in one Holy Spirit of God, who shares the same divine essence as the
Father and the Son and is fully GAlfe believe He is a person and not merely a force. The Spirit
spoke through the prophets and apostles so the Scripturedta very words of GodHe actively
convinces of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. He regenerates, indwells, and sanctifies those
who put their faith in Jesus Chridtle also illuminates, comforts, unifies, and gives gifts to those who
believe h Jesus Christ.

Satan We believe that Satan is a spirit being who is an evil personality, the originator of sin, the archenemy
of God and humankind, whose eternal destiny in hell is certain.

Humanity. We believe that God created humanity in His own imagglorify and enjoy Him forever.

We believe that because we were created in the image of God, we were created to work, to be creative, to
care for and cultivate the earth.

We also believe that because we were made in the image of God, the value, digghipersonhood of
human life comes from God; He knits us together in our mothers' wombs and numbers our days according to
His will.

Furthermore, we believe that because we were created in the image of our Triune God, we were created for
community. Frierdship and family reflect this reality, as does the unity and diversity of the local church. This
is also reflected in gender differences between male and female and in the covenant relationship of
marriage, where one man and one woman are joined toge#i'ehusband and wifeGod created sexual

activity to be practiced and enjoyed by a husband and wife in marriage to celebrate and deepen that union
and for procreation. Therefore, sexual activity practiced outside of marriage is forbidden by God.

Sin Sin vas introduced into the world when Adam disobeyed Gdte result of this first sin is that all
humanity is alienated from God; every aspect of their total being is depradachanity thereby incurred
the condemnation of God, resulting in physical, sp@itand eternal death.

Salvation We believe that salvation is by the sovereign, electing grace of God; that Christ voluntarily
AdZFFSNBR || adzoadAddziAz2yl NB RSIGK FT2N aAyySNB GKI
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justification is by faith lane in the alsufficient sacrifice and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and that
those whom God has saved shall be divinely preserved and finally perfected in the image of the Lord.

Future ThingsWe believe in the personal, bodily and gloriousuratof the Lord Jesus Christ; in the
resurrection of the just and unjust; in the eternal blessedness in heaven of the redeemed and in the
judgement and conscious, eternal punishment in hell of the wicked.

The Local ChurciWe believe that the church is arapany of immersed believers, voluntarily associated for
worship, instruction, fellowship, edification, evangelism and the observance of the ordinances. We believe it
is an autonomous, independent body, under the Lordship of Christ, the Great Head bfitieb.dts Pastors

and Board members are elected by the membership.

Ordinances We believe there are only two ordinances for the church regularly observed in the New
Testament and commanded by Christ:

Baptismwhich is the immersion in water, whereby a pen publicly identifies with Christ in His
death, burial and resurrection.

¢ KS [ 2 NRwhigh i thizindedoiial wherein the believer partakes of the two elements, the
ONBIFIR YR (KS OdzZllz 6KAOK aevoz2f Al S Ulakanti[HB NRQA
comes.

O

The Church and Stat&Ve believe in the entire separation of church and state.

Religious LibertyWe believe in religious liberty; that every person has the right to practice and propagate

his beliefs.

¢ KS [ 2 NRhalievetha&#at6 FANEG RIFI& 2F (KS 6SS17 Aa GKS [ 2NRC
day for corporate worship and spiritual exercise.

Civil GovernmentWe believe that civil government is of divine appointment for the interest and good order

of society; that mgistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honoured and obeyed, except only in the

things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience and Prince of the
kings of the earth.



MISSION AND VISION STATEMENT

Our Mission

GLORIFY God
GROW in Christ
GO with the Gospel

Our Vision

hdzNJ +AaA2y Aa GKFG C2NBINR . FLWGAaG / KdZNOK g2dz R
Word. We aspire to glorify God as His holy temdlegzA t G 2y G KS FWadWithl GA2Yy 27F
Jesus Christ and Hisspel as our cornerstorle g KSNBE D2RQa | 2f& {LIANARG 42N
together toworship God with our whole heartsWe aspire to Grow in Christ as His bodglj\erse

group of people who are unified in Jesusho ae maturing togetherin Him and who are

beingequipped for ministry 2 S | aLIANB (G2 D2 gAGK GKS D2aLlSt |a |/
calling others to Christ Bgving our communityand investing irstrategic missionsvork.

1. Builtonthe foundationofD2 RQ& 2252 NeRYe Fdzf t & adzo YAl (2 D2RQa g2
church and as individuals.

2. Gospel as our cornerstondhe Gospel message is at the core of everything that is done at
Forward.

3. Whole-Hearted WorshipMembers of Forward regularly and enthusiastically gather together to
KSIFNJ D2RQa 22NR LINBIFOKSRZ (2 aAy3a (23SGKSNE G2
Supper together, to withess baptisms together, to give, and to serve.

4. Diverse and unified:Foward is a diverse congregation with a deep mutual love for one
another. We have unity in our Lord that transcends boundaries of age, ethnicity, and economic
situation.

5. Maturing together: Members of Forward are maturing and abiding in Christ togethenglikioly
fA0Sa I OO2NRAYy3 (2 D2RQ& 22NRI FTA{ESR ¢gA0GK D2R
encouragement, accountability, prayer and evangelism.

6. Equipped for ministryForward strongly emphasises equipping its members for service so they
canminister faithfully at Forward and/or be sent elsewhere to serve as pastors and missionaries.

7. Loving our communityForward actively serves the community of the Upper Beaches and
AdZNNB dzy RAy3 I NBlII aK2¢gAy3d /KNRAadiQa f20S G§KNRdAA

8. Strategic Misions:Forward works to be an initiator in planting and revitalizing churches locally
in Toronto and through global missions.






MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Since | have placed my faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour and repented from my sigg, land sin
KFIoS LINPFSaaSR (GKAa OGKNRdAzZAK ol LIWiAaYX FyR aiayosS L
of faith,

¢tKSNBEF2NBESX 6& D2RQ& 3INIOS:T 46A0GK 1 A& KSELEE FyR F2NJ
my brothers and sisters i@hrist at Forward Baptist Church:

| will seek to cultivate my faith and love for God, by regularly spending time with Him on my own
through Bible reading and prayer. (Colossians129Philippians 1:91, 1 Peter 2:3, John 15:4%6)

Iwill suomitmy li§ (G2 GKS | dziK2NARGe 2F wWSadza / KNRAad o6& o
following the leading of the Holy Spirit in my life. (Jamesld®,7/Romans 12:2, Hebrews 3:145)

L oAttt aSS] GKS ALANRGdzZ f 3IANPR g G Kgwhfthetd@ T YAT & ¢
(Deuteronomy 6:4, Ephesians 6:4, 1 Peter 2}

| will actively seek to put sin to death in my life, fighting hard to live a holy life through the Holy
Spirit. (Romans 8:13, Matthew 5:3®, Galatians 5:16)

I will let the gospel shapeach of my relationships, loving others as God has loved me in Christ and
doing all things for His glory. (Ephesians 82, 1 Thessalonians 412, Matthew 5:4348)

| will seek to share the good news of Jesus with those whom God has placedifan niijebrews

13:1516, Matthew 28:120)

| will gather with the members of Forward regularly for worship, fellowship, learning, prayer, and

LI NOAOALI GAYy3 Ay (KS [ 2 NRQ%1 JodzthiadS NIB236, 1aim@hya H Y n H
2:1-4)

| will use the gifts God has given to me to serve my church. (Ephesian$3}:1Peter 4:10)

| will seek to maintain unity with my brothers and sisters in Christ at Forward. | will pray for them
and seek to build relationships with them. | will avoid gassiyisiveness, and unloving speech. |

will pursue reconciliation when relationships break down. (Philippian8 212Peter 4:8.0, John

17:2021, 1 Thessalonians 5:11)

| will engage in mutual accountability with my brothers and sisters in Christdootpting and

providing loving correction as needed. | understand that if | refuse this correction, | will be subject to
biblical discipline which seeks my restoration. (1 Corinthians-B2]1 Matthew 18:1820, Ephesians
4:1516)

| will engage in the ountach efforts of Forward by welcoming visitors and by praying for and
participating in outreach events throughout the year. (Colossian$Atfbrews 13:186)

| will follow the leadership of Forward as they follow Christ. (1 Thessaloniand3:Hebews

13:17)

I will support the ministries of Forward by giving financially and by attending members meetings,
prayerfully voting as the opportunity arises. (1 Corinthians -5:2 Corinthians 9:@, Matthew

18:17-20, Acts 6:36)

If I move away and am noriger able to attend Forward, | will make it a priority to seek another
gospeicentred church to join as soon as possible. (Hebrews 1Z528&phesians 4:116 John 13:34

35)



ELDERS REPQGFR3hawn Freer

We continue to be blessed at Forward with a riellowship as we sit beneath the clear declaration

2T D2RQa 62NR® ¢KS aAYLdbrlerstorieat whatvg astathuiciK S 32 & LIS
endeavor to proclaim and live out in this part of the world. It seasons our speech, our prayers, our
worship, andour actions.

We praise God that he continues to use this church and its members to point people to Jesus. And
God has been saving those whom has called. We see more souls turning to him and we rejoice

at their desire to grow in Christ. It has alsen such a blessing to witness many proclaim their

faith in the waters of baptism.

Each of us at Forward, if we name Jesus as Lord, are continuing to grow to be like him. Each of us
has a gradual journey of sanctification that we make. We were remionfiéius last year during the
series on Ecclesiastes that our lives are but Hevel. Life is like a vapour. There is a transitory

and uncertain nature to it. Solomon encourages us to live our lives in light of this ltretbays in
Ecclesiastes 12

13Now all has been heard: here is the conclusion of the matter:

Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mafikimdGod
will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good
or evil.

Recognizing God for who he is and trusting in his promises, frames our lives as we grow in grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We cling to Jesus rather than the temporal
pleasures of this world. We confess our shortcomings and inusis provision as we endeavour to

live like him.

We as Elders continue to lift the congregational needs to the Lord in prayer. We thank God for your
acts of service and love towards each other. We thank you for your partnership in the gospel.

Many n our church have embraced small groups and have been encouraged by other believers who
are also trying to grow in their faith. They serve as good opportunities for sharing and
accountability and we would encourage you to take advantage of one if yoooaready

involved.

We as a church continue ®lorify Godin our obedience to him which is in turn demonstrated
through our acts of serviceVe continue toGrow in Christas we study his Word and are
transformed by it. We each reach out to a hurtingrld by Going with the Gospeand proclaiming
the good news to the lost.

hy o0SKIFfETF 27F (tkadk youioRc8 aghifar faithIf uphdldingouricBurch in your
prayers. Thank you for being faithful in your giving and your acts of servibank you for
encouraging and caring for each othér.il Q& Ay aSNIBAYy 3 20KSNR (KIFG &
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¢tKS 9t RSNAQ YR 5SI02yaQ o02FNRa 20SN) 4KS LJ aid
during our joint meetings. We, as your church leadersaiyreated God to be the focal point of our
ministry here at ForwardWe soughthis direction as we led the church.

The Elders also continued to meet regularly as an independent giMMgoused our time to
encourage and develop one another as we sharédtvsod had been doing in each of our livés.

a group, we prayed through the prayer requests submitted to us, as well as for any known needs
within the church body.

The Elders continue to give guidance with respect to policy, church vision and tbeodhiref
B NRA2dzda OKdzZNOK YAYAAOGNARSao® 2SS O2ylAydzS G2 ass
to reach the lost and develop disciples fom.

The Elders have also served on the Mission's Committee to encourage those invdluetinre
misson work and assist those of you from the congregation who have faithfully served as well.

Thank you for the continued support demonstrated towards both your church and your leadership.
It has been so very appreciated.

The Elders, this year, lost our Rasof Student Ministries when Mark Memije left our church to go

to Germany and get married. In addition, we experienced the resignation of Elder Brian Taylor who
emigrated to Australia with his wife B S ( @ 2S5 NBO23ayAl S D2Rwas OF £ f A
YR Fa]l] D2RQa O2yiAydzsSR ofSaaiaya 2y (GKSY®

We praise God for our Pastoral Intern Gary Hudson who has joined our number as an active
participant of the Elders.

Our prayer for 2024 is from the book of Jude verse224nd Psalm 103:8.

We praythat Christ would keep you from stumbling and that he would present you before
his glorious presence without fault. And that this would cause great joy.

We recognize that He is the only God. He is our Saviour, and that all glory, majesty, power
and authority belong to Him.

2SS LN} & GKIFG 82dz ¢2dzf R fA@S &2dzNJ f A@Sa ( NYza
that the Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

In Him,
Shawn Freer
Chairman, Eldet8oard

Elders:Pastor- Stephen Lambert
Pastor- Aaron Woodhouse

Active Participants:
[ KIANXYI Yy 5 8Ma@reyThéunissehl NR
Pastoral Interrg Gary Hudson






DEACONS BOARD REPOR&arten Theunissen

We were once again blessed by being able to withesse&eduting His plan through so many believers at

our church | am reminded to trust in the Lord Rroverbs 3:& G ¢ NHzA G Ay GKS [2NR 6 A GK
and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths
A0NIAARGE GKAY1l GKA& A& Fy AYLERNIFYG NBYAYRSNI F2NJ
Him with everything we do at the Church.

We saw many changes in our Church this year. We welcomed many new members, witnessed multiple
olFLJiraya IyR NS SyO2dz2N} 3SR (2 4SS D2R ¢2NJAy3a Ay
see so many children participating in the various miigstat the churchOur church continues to function

due to the many members that serve without seeking reward. We are blessed to havie&d) staff that

continue to lead in their respective ways, and who continue to grow and devote their time tdoroic-

[ dz] S HHYHT G2K2 Ad Y2NB AYLRNIFIYyGzZ GKS 2yS K2 aAi
GKS GlrofSz 2F O2dz2NES® . dzi y20 K\ NISddrage 2wsdyone tofivd I Y2 y 3
ways to participate in church aciiies orservein any way that they may feel called to, and are thankful for
everyone thatkeepson faithfully serving. It is not about the importance of the activity, but rather the act of

serving that is making our church function as a body of Christ.

We also had some changes in staff with Mark Memije moving to Geranathyaw some changes in the

Deacons Board with David and Katie Nunn moving to work at Beacon Bible Camp. We thank them for their
servingattitude, and we will certainly miss them. We askk & S@SNEB 2y S LINI & TF2NJ D2RC
as we look for someone to lead our youth ministry.

The Deacons Board continued to work on governance matters and how to best structure the church to

achieve glory for God, how the Deacons Board functiomss feesupport the pastors as our church continues

to grow andensure that we have allocated sufficient resources. This is a continued matter of prayer as we
AyiuSyaAazylrtte OGNB (2 tAad0Sy (2 YR RA&O&INSfouBeB RQa O
to support our activities and we need to continue to have faith that He will continue to do so, while

understanding that we need to first always ensure that we are executing His will and not ours.

As a Deacain Bbard, we appreciate your pragge and ask that you continue to pray that God would give us
wisdom, direction, and unity as we lead His church through these days.

In closing, | encourage you to participate with us together to be encouraged by the fellowship we enjoy in
Christ.

Maarten Theunissen,
Chairman, Deacons Board
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PASTOR OF TEACHING AND DISCIPkESéfiRen Lambert

There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
I GAYS (2 SYONIOS YR I GAYS (42 NBFTNIAY FTNRBY S
- Ecclesiastes 3:3 (NIV)

The past year was a season of change. At times it felt like we were constantly meeting new people while also
saying goodby to members of our church that we knew and loved. Not only were there 7 babies born to
families in our church this year, and four funerals of longtime members or attenders, but there was a

constant flow both of new people joining our church and of peapdéeknow and love leaving. One

particularly hard goodbye was when our youth pastor, Mark Memije, moved to Germany to marry Lea. Mark
was with us for seven years and is greatly missed. Lea was one of a handful of people who became members
and then moved awawithin the space of the year! We have rejoiced together through the births and new
members at ouchurch andnourned together through the funerals and as people left. We mourned

particularly hard as we exercised church discipline on one member this year.

Throughalli KA & OKIlFy3Ss ff GKS dzLJa I'yR R2gya 2F OKdzZNOK
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God
KFa R2yS FTNRY 0SaMmyyiRsa demblydR ¢S oDTOIOSYS aR2y Qi dzy RS
that he has given us the gift of this life and we shouldlael andrevere him.

Preaching Ministry

We took great comfort in these truths and many others as we spent seven Sundays divihg ibbok of

Ecclesiastes together in the summer. We were reminded again and again that without God, our lives on this
eartharehevel-ft A 1S | YAald GKIFIG R2SayQid KF@S Fyeé NBFf adza
find purpose in it.

This sermon series in Ecclesiastes was a helpful falfote our series in the book of Acts, which took us

about a year, beginning in the summer of 2022 and ending in the summer of 2023. Acts challenged us to
trust God, to pray together, and to share tgeod news of Jesus with boldness. In Acts, we were challenged
to live for Jesus, and then in Ecclesiastes we were shown why living for Jesus is the only worthwhile way to
spend our lives on this earth.

After Ecclesiastes, we finished the year off wittethshorter topical seriegirst,we looked into what the

Bible says about who God is as the TriniBather, Son, and Holy Spirit who are the one, uncreated God who
has life in himself and does not change. Then we dove into the first couple of chap&esedis to see what

it means that we are humans created in the image of God. Then we spent Advent learning how the
covenants that God made with humans in the Old Testament point us forward to the coming of Jesus.

Throughout the year, we also had a numbémissions speakers (see the Missions Committee report for
more details) as well as some eco# sermons on John 8, Matthew 13, and 2 Timothy 4. We also spent Palm
Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter looking into the Gospel of Mark. We were blessed tgohav@&@od
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Friday service with Christ Church Toronto, in which Pastor Kyle Hackman preached. | am thankful for all the
men who joined me in the preaching ministry this year, including Shawn Freer, Mark Memije, Aaron
Woodhouse, and Gary Hudson.

Small Group

We were blessed this year to have twelve active small group Bible studies. Over the course of the year,

almost 130 people attended a group at least once and more than half that number were regularly involved. It
has been a blessing to see this ministoptinue to thrive and be an avenue for our church to build close
FStf20aKALI 6KAETS alidzRéAy3d D2RQA ¢2NR (G23ISGKSNX® L |
Please pray that more small groups will start up this year so that we canaggetmembers of our church

plugged into them! Here are some updates from each of the groups.

Act II- Young Adults (Monday Nightsubmitted by William Snieder

Act Il continued its programming as consistently as ever in 2023. We finished our long|, $tudfuof

Revelation. We also finished Jonah and James. We started the book of Esther, which we continue to study in
2024. As always, God has been faithful in leading us in His Word, providing His wisdom in so many different
forms. We've all been challead to grow in our relationship with God, and live more Christlike lives. It has
been so encouraging to see everyone faithfully come out every week. The fellowship of the group has always
been its hallmark, and that did not change at all in 2023. We hagerakfun social events, and of course all

our meetings end with asking "how you doing, doing?"

Of course, 2023 brought a lot of change. First and foremost, our leader and founder, Mark, moved to
Germany, leaving a hole and large shoes to fill. We deddy our Goeearing leader, but God has provided
so faithfully in this time ofransition,and we have not missed a meeting so far. Many new people joined the
group and others left. Meetings have fluctuatedsine buthave never fluctuated in spiritual value. Please
pray for us in 2024 as we continue to study God's Word, grow in our relatpngth Him, and do life

together.

¢CdzSaRI& a2 NYAyYy3 -subnfitted byPastSriD@nANelBRE dzLJ

¢tKS {SYyA2NJ aSyQa DNRdzLJ 6S3ly AYy Hnanmp Ay w2y t AOlFNR
their chums from High School days with the Gospslthese seniors passed on, they were replaced with

Forward members. The group chose Forward for its venue when Pastor Steve introduced Small Groups to the
church. During 2023, attendance varied from five to nine. Studies included: the fruit of the &piri

overview of the Bible and its credibility within our current culture (current scientific research supports the

literal reading of Genesis chapter one), and First John. Affirmation of our faith and fellowship have

characterized oumeetings.

TuesdayEvening Small Grousubmitted by Gary Hudson

Conor Murphy and | have been leading a small group since September 2023. We currently have 10 members
in our group (Conor, Emma, Sydney, Matthew, Nathan, Sandina, Michael, Jamie, Fiangsealjdit has

beena blessing to lead this group, with individuals who have different stories. A big highlight for us has been
seeing the spiritual growth of some who have just become Christians in the 3age&rs. It has been

encouraging to see their growing curiosity the deeper things of the Bible and their commitment to serve

Fd C2NBFNR® LOIQA YySOSNI KFNR (2 aGANI dz2LJ I+ O2y @SN&EL
everyone comes in ready to build each other up and to learn more about the Bibésirg df mine in the

next couple of months is to grow in my individual relationship with some of the men in the group by

spending time with them outside of the small group context. Pray for us to stay committed to our two
Tuesdays a month, and for those avitruggle to commit. Pray for Conor and I, that we will continue to lead

with the desire to help others grow in their love for Jesus, and that we would grow in our love for Jesus as
individuals. Pray for our prayer life, that we would pray for each otheside of the small group context.

14



Tuesday Evening Small Groupsibmitted by Steve Lambert

It has been my pattern for the past couple of years to gather a small group and when the time is right, hand

off the leadership of that group to someone witttime group. This fall, | handed off the group | was leading

G2 DIFENEB 1 dzRa2y YR [/ 2y2NJ adzNLIKeé 6aSS DIFNEBQa NBLRZNI
group has been meeting for about half a year now and is still quite small. We would lwedctame more

members, but in the meantime are enjoying the intimacy of the small small group (or tiny group, as we call
AGHO 2SS YSSG G6A0S I Y2y (iK (2 RA&AOdzaa RA&aOdzaadA2Y |
LINI: @ F2NJ 2y S fuljoethe Kefatddishids @erhavie Keveloped with one another as we

encourage one another in our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meetingubmitted by Steve Lambert

Our church has run a traditional midweek prayer meeting on Wedisegvenings probably for over a

century. | have been glad to lead this group for the past eight years or so. This year, due to various
circumstances, we decided to move the meetirgn Wednesday evening Wednesday morning at 10:00.
Eachweekwesing¥oS KeéYyas> 32 GKNRddZAK RA&OdzaaAz2y ljdzSadAizya
spend half an hour or so praying from our weekly prayer bulletin. | am thankful for the faithful group of

prayer warriors who come each week to this small group/prayer imget

2 SRYSaRI& 9@SyAay3 2-ladhihediie Michaodfa® Cérdl Bak grepdrt@@bmitted by

Patty Wheaton)

The Wednesday evening women's Bible study is made up of a diverse group of women from different cultural
backgrounds and a wide rangéages. Since covid we have been meeting on zoom frénpm on alternate
Wednesday nights and intend to continue to meet online in order for those who can't get out at night to
continue to be a part of our study. In the winter/spring of 2023, we studieel Son of DaviBeeing Jesus in

the Historical Books by Nancy Guthrie. We read through the narrative books from Joshua through to Esther,
seeing how these books point us to Christ, although they were written many centuries before Jesus was

born. Last fallve studied the book of Ecclesiastes using David Gibson's book Living Life Backward, seeing how
this difficult wisdom literature teaches that without Christ, life is meaningless. We're women who want to
deepen our relationship with Jesus through studyingword. We welcome any ladies who want to join us in
2024. As one of our members testifies, "l enjoy this Bible study a lot and | really feel like | need the Lord in my
life even more now than | did before. Thank you for letting me stay connected todhe: @f God."

2 SRYS&aRI & 9 @Sy A Y Fubmified BydAaronWbddSouse (i dzR &
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weekly basis. We meet Wednesday evenings in person and on zoom throughout the year. This year we

studied the book of Hebrews and Ecclesiastes, we didi@ek study on holy habits by Derwin Grey, we did

an in depth study on the Beatitudes and on the Sermon on the Mount, Pastor Don Webster led a 3 week

study on the revelation of Scripture, Aaron Bowes, missionary to Germany, shared his testimony with the

g2dzld 2yS 6SS{U Fa RAR I FSg 2GKSNJ YSYy RdzNAy3a (KS O2
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monthly basis at Fellowship Time (Coffee Time) dfterSunday morning service. It was encouraging to

O2yySOUG 6A0GK nnb YSYy GKNRdAZAK2dzi GKS &SFENJ G 2dzNJ YS

study. John Deinum and Aaron Woodhousdeaa the group with much participation from the men.

Thursdaya 2 Ny A V3 2 2 Y SV Q subniti2dibl IShiistirte 3Vaodduse

God parts the waters of time each Thursday morning and makes a way for the Gospel Posse women to meet.
He brings together a group of women who, by the world's standard, have no time or tyafoacinified

prayer or the study of the word of God. Yet we meet with the goal of encouraging one another to stand firm

to the end and grow in faith, holiness and virtue while we wait. This year we have studied the books of
Genesis (112), Deuteronomy,ahn, and an Advent study. We have between 6 to 14 regular attendees, with
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a number of guests along the way. We are blessed to have childcare during our Thursday morning studies,
making it possible for those with young children to join us.

Thursday Afternd Y 2 2 Y SV Q& - submittéd®y Hatiicilz®@erholt and Susan Ricketts

2S INB 62YSYy ¢K2 KIFE@PS || RSaAANB (2 aiddzRé yR INRBg A
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. The study commences in Septemberistmekfat the end of

June. To accommodate the growing number of people it was decided to branch off into two groups. Our

study starts at 12.00 nooq1.00 pm. At 11.30 am we all come together for lunch and enjoy a time of

fellowship before we go to our owseparate groups for Bible study and prayer. Last year we were once again
blessed by having new people join us.

We finished our study on David, and in thall of 2023ye started to study the book of Esther. Esther stirs us
to examine our character, theegp aspects of our hearts and encourages us in taking a stand for what is
NAIKG yR IAPSE dza O2dzNY 3S GKIG D2R Aa adiatt Ay O2
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***See Missions Committee report for an update from the monthly Missions Fellowship***

Friday Evening Small Grouubmitted by Arthur & Irene Wrigglesworth

Our group has chosen to meet every second Friday, sdtig® LJX S R2y Qi FS5St LINB & dzNB
day. We are a very diverse group of people who desire to mature as Christians. At each meeting we discuss

the sermon topic from the previous Sunday, using questions supplied by Pastor Steve. The questalis typic
expand the themes and dig deeper into the content of the sermon.

Added to this are the thoughts that group members have been working through over the week. This results
in a rich and meaningful discussion that challenges, encourages, and bleszesvali,as expanding our
understanding of scripture.

Equally important is our time of praying for each other. We leave enough time for each person to share their
prayer requests. Over the past year we have established a level of trust that allows asdadtehdifficulties

Ay 2dzNJ f A@Sa a ¢Sttt Fa LINFAaS FT2NJI D2RQa Ylye ofSa
this small body of believers as we grow together in our faith and walk with Christ.

Saturday Morning Young Men's GrouBubmited by William Snieder

The Young Men's group metweeekly to study God's Word and have fellowship. Meetings usually ended

with me trying to herd men out of the church, as they were engrossed in continued conversation long after
the study had ended. Wewtlied the book oflames andtarted the book of Jonah. The discussions have
continued to be edifying and encouraging for all of us. Justine took a step back from leadership in the group,
and we are so thankful for how he taught, led, and organized theggrBbawn and | continue to share the
leadingresponsibilities an@re always blessed by the discussions. Please pray as we finish the book of Jonah,
and that God would guide us to the next study He wants to lead us to.

FFF{SS .SiK !fSKESYyRSEMDA NBEYBWOE TR fif INRAzZLIF F F

Salvation, Baptism, and Membership

God has been so gracious! Several years ago, we began praying as a church that God would save 10 people
each year through our ministries and the evangelism of our members. We know God is able to do much more
than that, but in hissovereigntyhe has not cbsen to give us a full yes to that prayer. However, since we

have been praying in this way (and probably before as well), there has been at least one salvation connected
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to our church each year. This is an incredfbigilege,and we praise God for using for his glory in this

way! In 2023 we were excited to hear the testimonies of a couple of people who had come to trust in Jesus
FYR F2ft2¢6 KAY Ay ol LIiAayeoe [SiQa NBYSYOSNI GKS OF f ¢
gospel with tlese around us. God will save those who are his, we are simply called to be faithful witnesses.

Overall, we had eight baptisms in 2023. Some of these were new Christians and some were Christians who
had been trusting in the Lord for a number of years bad Inot yet been baptized. We are thankful to God
for all eight of them. We were also blessed to bring sixteen new members into our church.

***See the Report on Membership for more details on baptism and membership.***

Weddings & Funerals

After a weddingboom in 2022, 2023 was quite a bit quieter on this front. Becky and | had the privilege of
providing premarital counselling to one couple (our youth pastor Mark Memije and his now wife, Lea). We
also began prenarital counselling with another couple, whigve will continue in 2024. As | mentioned in

my introduction, Mark and Lea got married in Germany, but before they left, they had a wedding celebration
with Forward. | was glad to participate and give the charge to the bride and groom (short sermaat) at th
celebration. | also helped Pastor Emmanuel Palisoc of Waverley Road Baptist Church by performing a
wedding of a couple from his church.

Our church grieved together through a handful of funerals this year. Three of our members, o#tignieng
attender, and at least one former member who was well loved, went to be with their Lord in 2023. Though
we grieved, we did so with hope, knowing that each of these dear saints loved Jesus and are now with him. |
was glad to be able to lead two of these funerals attdradl a number of others.

Worship

| continued to try to give some oversight to the worship ministry this past year as we searched for our new
G2NBKALI RANBOG2NX» LQY 3JIfFR GKIG ¢S 6SNB FofS G2 oN
OKIFi2Ng ySEG @SFNRa FyydzZf NBLRNIH LY HnanHoX 65 KIFR O
in leading worship. We had several more people join and fill out our worship teams. | am thankful to Shawn
Freer who helped me interview these new worshipite members and for Shanen Cudao who did a lot of

work to get them organized into teams and scheduled. Shawn also spent a significant amount of time

working with me to think through new song suggestions for the Christmas season and helping to pick which

ones we would use. | am thankful for those who led teams in 2023: Shawn Freer, Craig Goodhand, and David

& Katie Nunn.

Prayer

At the end of 2022, we began to have a monthly Sunday evening prayer meeting. This prayer meeting has
continued on throughout 20238nd is going strong in 2024. | am thankful for all who have come to be part of
it and pray for our church each month. Along with that, we have continued our tradition of having weeks of
prayer before Easter and during our Missions Conference in thdtfeks been wonderful to have our small
groups praying together during these weeks.

Sabbatical

| was thankful to have a five weskbbatical in the Spring of 2023. It was a blessing to have this extended
time to rest, invest deeply in my relationship with God, and spend time with my family. Having this rhythm of
rest built into the ministry life of the church is so helpful for tbagterm spiritual and physical health of

myself and the other ministry leaders.
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Conclusion

Thinking back over a whole year of life and ministry is always a challenging exercise, but it is so helpful to
NEYSYOSNI GKS [ 2NRQa 32 2 RyoSgh the viarbus delsorss @rfsl Ngs an Gowrislofa G @
OKIy3aSy ¢S NBYSYOSNI GKIFIG D2R aKlFa YIRS S@SNRGKAY3
him.

In Christ,

Pastor Steve Lambert




PASTOR OF COMMUNITY ENGAGENMBBEMmN Woodhouse

The verses in Isaiah 5518 remind me of this past year.

GC2NJ Y& (K2dzaAKi{a INB y20 @2dzNJ (K2 dzaK
YSAGKSNI FNB @2dzNJ g &8a Yeé ¢gleaxé
declares the.ORD
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so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for th@wer and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what | desire
and achieve the purpose for which | sent it.

Throughout this past year | have been continually reminded timathoughts, hopes and ways are not
Ffglea FftAIYSR gAGK D2RQaAD G o0Sadx vYe ¢glea I NB
LISNFSOGX S@Sy (K2dAK a2YSGAYSA dzyO2YF2NlFkof Sy (K
will always accomplish the purposes that He set out for them. | praise God that His word has continually
directed the mission and actions of Forward Baptist Church and has continued to shape me to be more like
Him. | also praise God for the many ways that | e the Gospel and the Word of God transform the
people of our Church. | have seen God's Word convict, encourage, bring hope, heal and spur people on this
LI ad @SFENX» L KIFI@S aSSy D2RQA& 22NR ONRARY3 &R LI S FNP
God's Word is powerful and lifegiving and is the foundation of all that we do at Forward Baptist Church. May

we continue to Glorify God, Grow in Christ and Go with the Gospel together.

This past year has been such a blessing and encouragemer b has been a year of growth in many
ways, a year of constant change and another year of seeing God's faithfulness on full display.

Ministry Team Changes in 2023:

This past July 26th, we said goodbyévark Memije who served on the ministry team at Forward for 7

years as our Pastor of Youth and Young Adults. Pastor Mark Memije got married on August 5, 2023 to Lea
Antzenberger. The two had been praying and seeking God's direction on where to live after marriage fo
many months. Ultimately the Lord directed them to live in Germany where Lea is from. We celebrated
tFa02N) all NJ Qa FrHAGKTdzZ ySaa (2 D2R IyR C2NBIFNR gA0GK
LdzLJLISGa @GARS2¢ @ t I Byl Xdutl, yodidg adkilis, paremtS, ShyirchYandaminiStiy team
deeply. Mark was such a blessing to our church and Ministry team. Mark used his creativity, joyful attitude,
love for God, the Gospel, people and evangelism while serving among us. SéitviRgstor Mark shoulder

to shoulder, day in and day out for 7 years, sharing the Gospel and surviving a pandemic together are
memoaries | will cherish. We are particularly thankful for Pastor Mark's discipleship, love, patience, and
acceptance of the youthnd young adults of Forward. We continue praying for Mark and Lea living in
Germany.
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This past May 2023, Forward also welcomed onto the ministry t&army HudsonGary joined us for a 16

month pastoral internship where he continues to train, serve] discern his call for pastoral ministry. With
tad2N) al N] Qa4 RSLI NI dzZNSX DFNEB | dzRaz2zy KlFa 0SSy aSND
Wednesday evening youth group and monthly youth events. Gary has also had opportunities to preach,

assst with foodbank, lead Jr Youth (Grade§)3disciple people, belidZone leader and grow in pastoral

and ministry experience. Gary has been taking 2 classes per semester at Toronto Baptist Seminary (TBS) in
C2NRYyG2 o0¢.{ A& 2y SARFAXRNHI NERIQAEA TAHAILBWIBR Y 28 | N
youth of Forward and have been thankful to have him as part of the ministry team this past year.

Each year Forward has also welcomed missionaries frorhithienzell Missiotocated in Germany to serve

at Forward for 11 months from the end of August each year to the end of July. So yearly we welcome Impact
interns and yearly we say goodbye to theifhis past year we said goodbye to Annie Haug and Joanna

Schofisch and we welcomed Jana Ulmer and Debo Kammer. Debo served at Forward for 2 months and then
Y2PSR G2 | YAYAAGNE Ay b2NIK |, 2N} OFff SR Canefld OK b 2

We also had 3ummer internswho served for 4 months from May 2023ugust 2023: Gary Hudson,

Rowena Hobbs and Katie Nunn. Rowena Hobbs returned for her second summer at Forward and was a great
blessing in all the camps and events. KatierNalso served in camps and events and helped with all the
graphics and communications aspects of the ministry. Katie Nunn had also been working doing freelance
graphic design work. Katie continued with her regular freelance graphic design work for drantir

December 2023. As a Church and ministry team we said goodbye to Katie and David Nunn who both got jobs
starting in January 2024 at Beacon Bible Camp.

LQY GKIFy {1 FdzZ F2NIFff GKS glrea GKIFIG C2Nebthidat . | LI A &
amounts of time and money in the development of young adults through internships and developing and

training young adults who desire to pursue full time ministry. This generosity and vision to train people for
ministry isuniqueand special. Guinue to pray for this part of Forward Baptist Church's ministry, as we

SlidzA L) LIS2LX S (2 aD2 gAGK (KS D2alLlstéo

Search Committee Updates:

The search committee for our Director of Worship and Communications continued to pray and meet this past
year to onsider candidates for this position. At the end of jlear,we had yet to find a candidate to fill the
position butcontinued to trust the Lord for wisdom and direction as we headed into 2@B24 Spoiler

Alert: The Lord provides Emma Murphy as @ part time Director of Worship and Communications,

starting Feb 2024. Praise God.

The Youth and Young Adult Pastor Search Committee began meeting in 2023. They have been praying and
meeting together to find a candidate for the position. By the enBefember 2023 the committee had yet

to find a candidate to recommend for the position. Please continue to join us in praying for wisdom,

patience and discernment in finding a Youth and Young Adult Pastor that will love and disciple our youth and
young adilts at Forward.

Pastoral Ministry

During the year | had the opportunity to participate in eme-one discipleship with various men in the

church. I had the ongoing joy of Pastoral visitation by connecting with peoplergon, on zoom or the

phone.L KI R GKS 2L NIdzyAade G2 GSIFOK GKS . Ao6fS NBIdzL |
preaching during Sunday Worship services. | also had the blessing of regularly praying for people and our
Church. | had many opportunities to minister to f@s and individuals through funeral planning and

services. | also spent time this year in the administration of the Church.
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Community Engagement and Outreach

The May 2023 Community Street Pamyurnedthis spring and was another amazing communityréveNe
hosted the party in the Gerrard Street parking lot which provides lots of room for the party and better visual
community exposure. We had approximately 2@%0 people cycle in throughout the day, enjoying the

many bouncy castles, obstacle cowssgames, face painting, BBQ (I think we served over 300 hotdogs) and
Gospel conversations and connections. It is our biggest community connection eveniyehtrend

provides a great opportunity to be present and visible with the community around hluec@. Many thanks

to all that pray and volunteer to make it a success.

Beach Hill Community Clean up Day happened in April 2023 this past year. We had good participation from
people in the community and from our church community. We spend a few loouasSaturday walking the

streets, parks and ravines looking for garbage to clean up. This event is held yearly on the same weekend the
City of Toronto holds clean TO. This event is a great way to serve our community, show creation care and
connect withthe neighborhood around us.

This past Halloween we had the opportunity to run our Halloween outreach event again. We actually had
good weather. Again, the church contributed a generous amount of candy that we got to hand out to kids.
We also include fiormation on the church and various programs they can be involved with. It was great to
have many of our young adults helping set up and hand out candy for this community outreach event.

hdzNJ F22Rol Yyl O2y iAydzSR (2 mtBankfult@durichutch far dointhNiBtingdk ( KA a
the benevolent fund regularly (see benevolent fund report for additional details). It is a joy to be able to

freely bless people in the name of Jesus every month. | cannot express how many people are sbtthankf

our church for this ministry. It continues to impact participants but is also a great example to the Beach Hill
community that Forward loves people and is being the hands and feet of Jesus.

As | reflect on this pasgear,L QY | 3 Ay a2 OGKFIy]1¥FdzZ GKFGd D2R KIF a LINEP
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to keep Jesus as the main focus and seek unity. It has beenfariiS (2 YAYAAGSNI G23SGK
Ffa2 a2 OGKFyYy1FdzZ F2NI SFOK 2F @2dz a 2dz2NJ OKdzNOK 02y
for your devotion to prayer and sharing the Gospel. God has provided so many good things to usrak a Chu

this year.

It is my prayer for our Church that in this upcoming year we will continue to keep the Gospel and the Word
of God our focus and foundation. | pray that we will see 10 people come to know Jesus as their Lord and
Saviour this year through the people and istry of Forward.

Let us Glorify God together, let us Grow in Christ and let's Go with the Gospel.

Yours in Christ,

Aaron Woodhouse
Pastor of Community Engagement
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PASTORAL INTERBary Hudson

These last 9 months have been a life changing expeei for me. | am grateful to our elders and deacons for
considering me for this opportunity, to be a pastoral intern, and to work out this calling of ministry in my life.
So far, it has been both challenging and rewarding. | have had help every stepvedythwith mentorship

and discipleship from our elders, which has helped me in every aspect of ministry here at Forward, and my
life as a husband and friend. | look forward to the next 6 months, praying that | grow in my faith, and the
calling of ministrjpecomingclearer. Below are ministries | have been involved in in the last 9 months, listed
and expanded on:

Youth Group:

My involvement as leader of our Youth Group at Forward has been a majority of my focus during my
internship. In the beginning, pent as much time as | could with Pastor Mark, learning from him about how

to plan a Wednesday night and how to engage with the Youth. | do wish our time together was longer, but |
believe it was sufficient for me to dive in and take over the group. Itdieesn me a while to view this

ministry as my own, as a potential future pastor leading other leaders and discipling the Youth. | have been
leading our Youth since September through the Gospel of Mark. It has been a great blessing to learn how to
preach toour Youth. At first, | thought it would be easy, but | am grateful for the feedback | receive from
Pastor Steve on almost a weekly basis, focusing on how | can improve and focus more on the story aspect of
the Gospel of Mark. A big hurdle for me has bé&smplanning of games and events, but | am grateful for the
perspective that both Pastor Steve and Aaron have given me in approaching this task. Recently, Pastor Aaron
has challenged me to take more initiative when it comes to my desire to focus moreapleship. The

growing pains of leading Wednesday evenings and planning events has led me to trying my hand in
something | believe | am more competent with and have a great desire for. Beginning in the new year, | have
started a new discipleship group Wib Youth (3 boys, 2 girls). We have met 2 times already, and it has been

a great blessing to me and to these individuals. By the grace of God, 2 of these youth have decided to obey
the Lord by being baptized. | have also been spending one on one timewritidest youth, who is

graduating in a year. My goal in all of these meetings is to equip them to be a bigger part of Wednesday
nights, but also a bigger part of the church in general. Doing this has given me a boost in confidence and the
Lord has beehelping me see what | need to work on, and what | am good at. In the next couple of months,
my goal is to reboot our small group time on Wednesday nights, and also to try to create a stronger bond
with those who come and have confessed to me that theyraxteChristians. | have many ideas, but | want to
make sure | do well with what is already on my plate. | look forward to the next couple of months, as we
continue through our lessons in the Gospel of Mark, planning the next couple of events and pragod) to

that He will continue to bear fruit. Lastly, | praise God for all our leaders who give their evenings up to help.
We have been asking for help and God has answered our prayers. We continue to look for more help with
our worship time on Wednesday nightsut we trust God will provide in the right time.

Preaching:

Preaching and teaching has been a big part of my ministry here at Forward, spread throughout different
ministries which include Sunday mornings (sermons and KidZone), Youth Group, FooddBask Aeing
sent to another church to preach. | am thankful once again to my elders who have mentored me and
discipled me through this. Specifically with preaching on a Sunday morning, | have had 2 opportunities so far,
and some more coming up soon. Eaiche, | have received feedback from our elders. | preach and teach
weekly on Wednesday evening at Youth Group. This has been the most challenging and rewarding part of my
time at Forward. | am thankful to Pastor Steve who has given me a lot of feedbdheklamrtation with how
| am teaching and preaching through the Gospel of Mark to our Youth. Preaching is something | enjoy but it is
a fearful task for me. It is something | enjoy more watching and commenting on than doing myself, but
because | do believe Lord is calling me to ministry, it is something | want to make sure | am competent in.
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| believe preaching to our Youth has been the greatest opportunity | could get, because | need to make sure |
am always preaching the story, and not just theologgt gnod points. | praise God for thlipportunity,and |

am excited to continue wrestling through this with our Youth Group, and with opportunities | get on Sunday
mornings.

Discipleship:

This is an area that | have not really focused on until recently with our Youth. | say this with regret because |
do believe it is my greater gift. | am grateful that God has enabled me to tackle this in the last 2 months and
that fruit is being seen alrgly. | have been meeting with 5 Youth (3 boys, 2 girls) in the last month, and also
meeting with our oldest Youth who is graduating next year. It has taken me some time to get to know some

of the Youth on a deeper level, but again with regret, | wish lapgmtoached this much sooner.

Nevertheless, | am grateful for what | see God doing so far through this discipleship time. Each Wednesday, |
ask 23 of those Youth that | meet with to pray for us before each lesson and to read the scripture that will

be taudnt. At first, all of them were nervous, but | am seeing them grow in confidence as | continue to ask
them to pray andead andencourage them that they are doing well and have nothing to be nervous about.
Through these meetings, | am blessed to know that ¥outh in that discipleship group have decided to

obey the Lord by being baptized. It is so encouraging and also overwhelming, seeing God do great things in a
AK2NI GAYS® L LINYe& GKIFG L gAfft O2yiA yuadk bduttomelS NE SO S
through a steadfastness in mentorship and discipleship. My next goal is to figure out how to walk with those
who have shared with me that Wednesday night is not something they look forward to and that Jesus is not
their Lord and Saviour.pray that God will equip me with the ability to love these individuals as well and to

find out how this group can be a blessing to them.

| have also had the opportunity to lead a small group with Conor Murphy. Our small group time has been a
great time to speak into the lives of some adults, especially the men that attend. | am seeing growth in a
different way in this group. | am grateful that we spent a lot of our time being led by Pastor Steve last year,
but | have now been entrusted to dead thisgroup. The discipleship moments have been less formal, but |
am thankful for the opportunity to be able to build into relationships with the men of our group. | am
currently thinking through how this will look in a more formal way with ibdividuals whdave a desire to

grow in their faith. | pray that the Lord will give me wisdom with how to approach that.

Food Bank:

I am thankful for our Food Bank ministry at Forward, which has been a very sobering ministry in my life. It is
something | look forwartb every month, getting to know and learn about different individuals who have

very different struggles than | do. | am glad | get to be myself around them, but that | also have the
opportunity to preach the Gospel to them and share my life story. | hadette opportunity to preach a

couple of times and always get good feedback. | have been speaking to some individuals more than others,
and | am always thinking through how a discipleship relationship could look like. | can just simply hang out
and talk alout life. I look forward to continuing my time through this ministry and seeing who | can build
stronger relationships with.

Sunday Morning:

Sunday mornings have been a mixed bag of different things: giving the welcome to worship, announcements,
pastoral prayer, preaching, communion, benediction, KidZone, fellowship time, building host, and hospitality.
It has been an amazing learning expereita have my hands in almost everything that makes our Sunday
mornings successful. Each month, | am regularly a part of our service on stage, and teaching and helping out
with our KidZone. This part of ministry has been one of the greatest blessings,hglpsime not to be just

a consumer, but a saved server. Recently, | have started meeting with 5 Youth (3 boys, 2 girls) after Sunday
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service to go through a book and some passages from the Bible. It has been a great blessing for all of us. The
plan is tomeet every 1st and 3rd Sunday after service for an hour. | am grateful to the Lord for the fruit that |
have already seen through this, seeing a greater enthusiasm with these specific Youth, a greater interest and
excitement, and 2 youth have already desticto obey the Lord in being baptized next month. Overall, | am
thankful for the Sunday morning experience, that helps me serve our church community and enables me to
grow in my relationship with our people.

Summer Camps:

This past summer was a greadperience for me, enabling me to get to know most of our Youth a lot better
and grow in my experience of planning and leading our Wednesday night Youth Group. | had an opportunity
to lead in some aspects of every camp, and planned and led our Youth ChtepAngust with Rowena. It

was very exciting and encouraging to see how everything played out with our Youth Camp and hearing
parents tell me that their kids enjoyed it. It was a boost of confidence that | needed in leading our Youth
Group. | am again #nkful for this opportunity which helps strengthen me in areas where | am not confident,
and | look forward to this year's camps, to keep on building on those areas.

Street Party & Deacons Meetings:

One of my first tasks as an intern was to plan ourwad Street Party. It was a successful and great time to
see our community come together for a time of fun and food. | look forward to our Street Party this year.

I am thankful to our elders and deacons who allow me to spend every month with them doeing tiesday
evening meetings. | have learned so much about the ins and outs of our local church, from every aspect
possible. It has been a front seat to seeing how God is blessing our church and how everyone works together
to make sure we are obedient the Lord and successful.

School:
I am beyond thankful for the opportunity that the elders and deacons have given me to go back to school.
Even though it is not within my working hours here at the church, it definitely has had a good influence on

ministry, and ministry has had a good impact on my school experience. Seeing it all work together has been a
blessing and | am excited to see what happens in the future with my schooling.
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This past yeawas a continual season of change and transition. Saying goodbye to many loved ones, staff and
congregation alike, has been challenging as we mourn them and try to fill all the ways that they have served
with joy and passion for so long. As | have beekilmpback on the year and have seen how God has

provided for us over and over, | am in awe of his goodness and faithfulness to sustain us as a church.
Although it has been uncomfortable and uncertain at times, God has stretched us and raised up many with
unique gifts and joyful hearts to serve alongside us in making Jesus known in our church, community and city.

I have worked at Forward for almost 2 years now and am learning to see change as an opportunity for the
Spirit to work in the midst of our weakéiea ® ¢ KA a &@SFNJL 'Y 2@8SNBKSt YSR (2
G2N] AYy Yeé 26y tATFST Ay 2dz2NJ {ARazX @2dz2ikKX FlFYAfASAZ
sovereign hand guiding and shaping us as a church over the past year, and Ehbwithcontinue to bear

witness to his goodness in the years to come.

/| KAt RNBYyQa aAyAaidNe

Since starting KidZoreel O1 dzLJ Ay al & 2F HnuH ¢S KIF@S aSSy 2dzNJ C
month. It has been both exciting and an ongoing challenge to see classes continue to change and outgrow
GKSANI Of  aaNB2Yad 2S5SQ@S KIF R (&NEKidzone B§a.§andi KA & LI a
Nursery (63 years). In our KidZone classes we have been going through the Bible Project curriculum for the

LI &4 &@SFENJFYR | KIFIfF YR KI@S FTAYAaKSR GKS htR ¢Sa
big caoncepts, ask hard questions and memorize foundational verses.

2023 Children's Ministry Monthly Averages This chart indicates our monthly
classroom averages. KidZone (blue) &

Jr. KidZone (red) were very
unpredictable for avhile buthave
averaged out around-&0 weekly. Our

8 /\ // nursery (yellow) espéally increased in

== KidZone == Jr.KidZone Nursery
12

10

attendance, starting the year with-8

4 babies and ending with aroundBL

each Sunday. The number of
volunteers needed in the nursery
increases as well, due to our protection

£ &' - ..
& S o & & & & polu_:y requiring 1 adult for every 3_
¢ f € P babies. We struggled far while to find
Class enough volunteers to move from 2

leaders scheduled weekly to43

scheduled, but | have been so
encouraged by the response of our congregation to love our church families and children, allowing for a safe
and welcoming environment for our yagest age group. We have a rotation of about 30 volunteers and 12
[L¢a KSEfLAYy3a I ONRaa 2dzNJ/ KAt RNByQa aAyAiadaNe Ofl aas
teaching our children the love of Christ! And a big thank you to Janet Theunissdrag/helped in
managing this ministry with me.

Classroom Renovations

I made a number gfroposed changes to classroom age ranges as well as their physical spaces based on the
increase in numbers over the past year. We implemented the first change in November during our Church
Clean Up day, switching the nursery and Jr. KidZone room. Ttak &g been very helpful for our Jr.

KidZone class, giving them access to the child bathroom and a smaller room to manage attention spans. The
nursery was switched into the larger space, with the intention of adding a 2 & 3 year old class on the other

25



side of the room in 2024. There are further changes that will be proposed in the coming year as basement
renovations occur.

LIT (Leaders in Training) Program

In September we launched our Leaders In Training program for youth in grddesrgluding sevetaf our
YAR%2YS OKAfRNBY $K2 KIR NBOSyidfte ISR 2dzi 2F [/ KAf
regularly. Each month, LITs serv& fimes in a variety of Sunday morning ministries, including the Tech
GSFYZXZ / KAt RNDBtgama, amal Kejffowship N@&urz Comunitin Sundays are designated as Sundays
where they all sit in the service to hear the sermon and take notes. The following Sunday we have our LIT
class, where we review and discuss the sermon. | have led this group whilthef Gary, Aaron and Steve.

This has been an encouraging experience, seeing our teens learn how to participate in church on their own

and start thinking through their faith seriously. Pray for these 13 young people, and for their parents, as they
consicer their faith and navigate the many challenges of living in an increasingly secular world as a teenager.

Above the Beach Drop In

Since restarting the Above the Beach program in 2022, it has taken time to regrow our attendance, however

it has slowly bee growing and becoming busier as community members have spread the word for us. From
Jan. 2023 to the summer we had between3Dchildren & caregivers/parents attend weekly. The fall and

winter months increased to 460 participants each week. We also baeen handing out food bags to

nannies on the Tuesdays before Food Bank. This number has also increased as our ATB numbers have gone
up, from 56 bags each month (early 2023), to-18 bags each month (late 2023).

Thank you to our ATB helpers who havad®a running all of this possible in the past year. Annie Haug and

Joanna Schoefisch set up and oversaw much of the weekly activities; Jana Ulmer now has taken that role

over. Mary Deinum has been a big help in connecting with the adults who attend arnddead song circle

time. Bertha Sharpe is a constant smiling face; she is there each week welcoming every person into the

0dZAf RAYy3d YR SyadaNAy3a (KSeQNB +ff GKSNB G2 KIFI@S ¥

Interns

Working with our Leibenzell and Summer interns is always one of royitiavoles. | have had the privilege

of walking alongside 6 young women throughout the year as they serve in a variety of roles and grow deeper

in their love for the church and Jesus. In 2023 | worked with Annie, Joanna, Rowena, Katie, Jana, and Debo
(Sep-Oct). Our interns do a number of tasks and projects that include a wide variety of ministries at the
OKdzZNOK® ¢KS& O020SNJ I 20 2F FTRYAYAAGNI GAOS GFrala
ministry on Sundays, camps in the summer, yaytbup, young adults, event planning, cleaning projects,

tech, music, food bank, etc. | have enjoyed working with each of these women and greatly appreciate the

work they have done over this past year and their hearts for Jesus and others!

Discipleship/snall group

One of my roles at Forward is having the opportunity to meet up with other women for discipleship, both
formally and informally to discuss the joys and challenges of life and faith. Often these are regularly planned
times to meet up or they cabe onetime coffee meetings. With church interns, both German Liebenzell and
summer interns, this includes a small group book study to deepen and challenge our faith. In 2023 | also led a
small group with Lan Power of 6 high school and university aged\&d read throughVomen of the Word

by Jen Wilkin and practiced the new Bible reading skills we learned as we went.

Admin and Church Ministry

I do a variety of administrative tasks throughout the week. | have taken on more of this role in the fall of

2023 as we said goodbye to Katie Nunn, who previously did all of our designs and as we have only 1 German
Liebenzell intern for the current year. These tasks include scheduling Sunday volunteers, overseeing
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registrations for events, managing the church eimsénding the weekly email, creating designs for events,
etc.

| also participate in a number of wider church events such as: helping with clean up days, camps, training
days, foodbank, Christmas events such as the Christmas Eve service, Carol Siagamuirtunity meal and
care package project.

In Christ,
Beth Alexander
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Forward is blessed to be able to support a numbangfsionaries and mission organizations who actively

work to make disciples of Jesus. Our missionaries are actively sharing the good news of Jesus, baptizing new
0StASOHSNAEZ IFIKSNAY3I GKSY Ayid2 OKdzZNOKSadfoui SIF OKAy 3
missionaries are doing this in Toronto and some in other parts of the world. Some are on the front lines as
well as some who are in support roles behind the scenes. Some are planting churches and some are
strengthening existing churches. All of theme dedicated to glorifying God through the great commission.

This year we had the privilege of seeing several of our missionaries in person. Aaron and Anne Bowes (Halle,
Germany) were with us for a number of weeks during their home assignment thisyragter, and Aaron

also gave us a report of the ministry and preached for us in June. Paul McDonald (Belgrade, Serbia) also gave
a report and preached for us in July. We also heard reports from Ray Alary (Thru the Bible Canada) and
Godfrey Paruthivilai Suadaraj (representing Liberty Grace Church plant here in Toronto) during our

missions conference in October. Finally, Martha Oates (Taiwan) came in November to give a report on the
shopkeeper church ministry she is involved with.

We were also blessed to receive short video updates from many of our missionaries and missions

organizations throughout the year. Likewise, the Missions Fellowship (fortnelyr S ylii@sions

Fellowship) had several missionary speakers share their mimgtrthem throughout the year. Some of

these were our supported missionaries, some were not. (See detailed report below). It was so encouraging to
KSFNJ YIyed NBLRNIA 2F FFLAGKTdAZ &aSNIBBAOS |yR D2RQa Ay
we support. We are truly thankful to the Lord for how he is at work in his world.

This year has also been a big year of change amongst our missionaries. As mentioned above, we support a
church plant, Liberty Grace Church, here in Toronto. This year thdyatld their ten year anniversary and
their founding pastor, Pastor Darryl Dash, ended his time there and moved to another ministry in the city.
Both Ray Alary and Aaron Bowes announced their upcoming retirements when they were with us this year.
Ray plango retire at the end of 2024, and Aaron in three years after the end of this term. Don & Erin
Longworth returned to Canada after a couple of years serving in Benin, West Africa. They will be serving in
New Brunswick for the time being. Our missionariestBea and Roula Karkafi took on extra responsibility

this year. For a number of years, they have worked with the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches of
Canada as missionaries to Arabic speaking peoples (and more) both in Ontario and in the Midglle Ea

North Africa. In December, Bechara took on the added role of being Director of Church Planting for FEB
Central (the region of the Fellowship which includes Ontario and English speaking churches in Quebec). In
addition to his other ministry roles, heilwbe overseeing all of the church planting in FEB Central. Finally, two
of our retired missionaries, Brian and Elsabeth Taylor, who weretloregmembers of our church, moved to
Australia.

I am thankful for how God has guided our missionaries duringf #his change. | am also thankful for our
missionaries themselves who have served the Lord in such sacrificial ways this year. Finally, | am thankful for
all who served on the Missions Committee with me this year. Thank you to Jamie Cudao, who resigned

the committee this Fall. Thank you also to Patricia Overholt and Sandina Sutanto, as well as to our elders,
Aaron Woodhouse and Shawn Freer, who serve on the baadlfficio

Submitted by

Pastor Steve Lambert
(on behalf of the Missions Committee)
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Appendices

Missions Fellowship Report (submitted by Susan Ricketts & Patricia Overholt)

2S gSNB FT2NX¥Irfte 1y2sy a GKS 22YSyQa araarzya CSf
to deepen our faith, learn more about missions and serve Bodays we may never have imagined! Prayer

is the cornerstone of our monthly gatherings; prayer for our own missionaries as well as mission

organizations in the Toronto area. Our appreciation for missions has grown in the last year through our
exposure tahe following mission organizations:

Liebenzell MissionAnnie Haug & Joanna Schofi$dim Germany shared how God led them to serve at
Forward, how their lives have been impacted and their goals for the future.

adzZ t &8 / KAf RNByA&CHYISNowWHalB || @8 Sdza | by dzLRFGS 2y DNI OS b
have just completed a Ijlear sponsorship of Grace. This ministry rescues and rehabilitates abandoned

orphan children. We watched a movie on how the ministry began and how our world can lgedhane

OKAtftR G I GAYS® 2SS | ff NBOSAGSR O2YLX AYSyidl NE O2L
Martha Oats (Taiwanghared with us how her work has progressed with the dorm ministry and the

AK2LJ SSLISNERQ . A0fS addzRé 3IANEP dalsirt aanéwNidbrK in Kaotsiéing, ani 2 f R d:
area that is unreached with the gospel, when she returns to Taiwan in 2024.

Toronto City Missiog Mila Abellerais an Outreach Worker in Kingst@ualloway (East Scarborough). She is
FOGA@Ste aKINARYy3I /KNRAGQA f20S (GKNRddzAK I JFNASGe 2
impacted by poverty.

The Salvation ArmyMajor Heather Matondo and Glenn V&ulikgave us an overview of the work the

army is involved in through Brighter Futures (sponsorship), the support of schools, preschools, orphanages

and many other programs. The honorarium they received from us was used to purchase a goat through
GDAFU&E22ISE HGKAOK O0SYSFAGSR I FLYAft@ Ay YySSRO

Forward Missionaries

Ray and Sandra AlarRay serves as Executive Director of Through the Bible Canada

Louis and Denise Bourqie 2 dzA & aSNIWSa |a wS3IA2y It S5ANBOG2NI 21
Baptistes Evar@iques au Québec)

Aaron & Annegret BowesChurch Planters, Hallgeustadt, Germany; Missions3DThreshold

Daniel & Emily FordChurch Planter in Hincesti, Moldova; Baptist Missions to Forgotten People
Bechara & Roula Karkalieading in missions to Islamic people across the Middle East, North Africa,
and Canada; FEB International. Now also Director of Church Planting; FEB Central

Don & Erin LongworthPreviously managing the missionary guesthouse & serving in digital media
ministries in Parakou, Benin, now serving in New Brunswick; SIM

Paul & Georgie McDonald raining pastors & strengthening churches in Belgrade, Serbia; SEND
International

Martha Oates Working with shopkeeper churches in Taiwan; OMF International Canada

Valera & Laura StrugewWoveln Team & Malkutha Church Plant in Toronto, Ontario

Churches

Liberty Grace Churcha church plant in the Liberty Village neighbourhood of Toronto.
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Organizations

Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches of Canada

o GenerdFund

o Fellowship Aid & International Relief (working to alleviate human suffering and social
injustice around the world in the name of Christ)
o Leaders Formation (training church leaders around the world)

FEB Central

o General Fund

o Church Planting
TorontoCity Mission

SAT7 Canada (A satellite broadcast ministry to the Middle East)

Seminaries

Heritage College & SeminarZambridge, ON
Toronto Baptist SeminaryToronto, ON

Our Retired Missionaries
Jessica Breski
JeanGordon
Jo Grimshaw
Hugh & Carol Hamp
Paul & Diane Kerr
Jim & Barb Longworth
Vi McKie
Bob & Nancy Sheffield
Brian & Elsabet Taylor
Donald Whiteside

Newcastle, ON

Burlington, ON

Scarborough, ON

Carstairs, AB

Barrie, ON

New Brunswick

Meaford, ON

Colorado, USA

Goodwood, ON (Goode Beach, Australia)
Barrie, ON
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

The role and responsibility of the property committee is to maintain and improve the amazing facilities and
physicd properties that God has entrusted to us as a Church community. We are also entrusted with
SyadaNAy3a (KIG GKS FlLrOAftAGASA I NB dzaSR (2 TFdzZNIKSNJ D
thankful for when it comes to our facilities.

We thank our Custodian Team that worked hard in 2023 to maintain and clean our facilities. We are thankful
for all the following people that have helped with custodian work in 2023 at various times and in different
ways:

Fulktime custodian:NathanSutanto- Finished June 2023.

PartTime custodiansPaul Brason (Started June 2023) and Ron Wilkie (Started March 2023)
Occasional custodiarPaul Bowles (A few hours each month)

Volunteers:Kenneth Chan, Jim Sleep

We are thankful to Nathan Sutanto who served as ourHuatle Custodian at Forward for 20 Months (Oct

2021- June 2023). Nathan resigned his position at Forward in June 2023. Nathan had been having back pain
for many months and was going to be havingksagrgery and felt it best to resign. We are thankful for all
blFriKFIyQad KFENR ¢2N] FyYyR KAa LRaAdGABS FdGAGdzRS S@Sy
GSNE GKIFy1FdzZ GKFEG bl OGKEFYyQa oF O & dzNEmaN®ntinuésdo & dzOO0S
be a member at Forward Baptist.

Highlights from 2023

6 aSUNRtAYE O2yiliAydzSR (2 dzasS W 2F GKS dzLIISNI gAfF
February 2023. Starting in February 2023 they exercisegearlextension that was pwiously
agreed upon. In November 2023 Metrolinx expressed a desire to sign a-ypear 2xtension for
use of the upper lot. That new agreement will be from Feb 2022b 2026. Exact terms of the
agreement were still being worked out by the end of Dmber 2023. We are so thankful for the
ways that this underutilized parking lot has been a financial blessing to Forward these past 3
years.

0 Replaced one set of stairs in baptismal tank
0 Installed a new tankless hot water tank to replace the broken rewaaivater tank for CE
Building.
& November25,20232 S KIR | / KdzZNOK a82N)] RIFE&¢ YR Hnb LIS

projects. We started the transformation of the CJ Fever room to the new Food Bank and
Custodian room. A group of men gathered o2&+ bags of yard waste from the upper parking lot.
We switched around the Nursery and Toddler room.

0 Wooden Gate installed on thgestlawn property line, between the church and the house on
Kingsmount Park Rda

2024- 2025 Building improvements and repairs

In the 2024 budget the members of Forward Baptist Church voted to approve a number of capital projects

for the next 2 years. The 2024 Budget has allocated 200K over the next 2 years for the projects outlined in
the 2024- 2025 budget proposal. A few highliglotisthese upcoming projects include: Updating and

creating a Children's Ministry Area, Gym renovations, HVAC updates and automations, electrical updates and
Fellowship Hall updates.
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Library Resource Center

The Church Library is located on the m#idor by the sanctuary. The Church Library and its books are

available anytime that the Church is open. You are asked to sign out the books and leave the cards on the
desk. In addition to the many great physical books in the library, we also hasataligital video library

offered through RightNow Media which has 1000s of video resources available for streaming online. You can
request access by contacting the church office or by following this link.

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/ForwardBaptist

May we continue to be good stewards of what God has entrusted us with in 2024 and may we make bold
plans forhowouF  OAf AG& FyR YIGSNALFE Ll2aasSaarzya Oly o6S dz
Gospel in the Beach Hill neighborhood, East York, and Toronto.

Respectfully submitted,

Aaron Woodhouse
Property Committee

Property Committee membersjustine Cudao, Aaron Woodhouse
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BENEVOLENT FUND REPORT

It is our custom at Forward Baptist Church to take up a benevolent offering once a month following our
O2YYdzyA2y aSNWAOSO® t S2LX S INB Fftaz2 |oftS tieeaRS&AIY
by the usual means of donations (mail, offering boxes atrdmsfer).

The primary use of the Benevolent Fund in recent years has been to stock the Food Bank. In 2023, we saw a
consistent rise in the number of people who used the Food B&néim January 2023June 2023we had

between 45- 55 monthly recorded visits. We had a slightly lower number of visits in the summer months

which is usual and then from September 20Z3cember 2023 our numbers jumped to approximately 75
recorded visiter month. Overall, we had 704 recorded Food Bank visits in 2023.

Our Food Bank meets on the second Wednesday of every month in the Fellowship Hall @ 9:30am for a

Gospel message, coffee, tea, cookies and conversation. The Gospel message is shanethe¢tiag by a

ministry staff or volunteer. Our focus is on connecting with our guests relationally, befriending them and
KFE@Ay3a 3SydziyS O2y@SNEF(GAZ2Yyad 2S Ffaz2z asSSy G2 YSS
aware that people's greatest ed is Jesus, and our hope and prayer is that each guest would come to know

and trust Jesus as their personal Saviour. Pray for the many ongoing ministry connections, for people to

come to Church and that people would accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour

We are thankful to our faithful group of shoppers who are great at finding deals which helps keep our costs
lower than they otherwise might be. Our overall expenses for Food Bank purchases for 2023 was $20,001.00
which is an increase of only $9510m 2022. If you are interested in shopping let us know. Donations are
always welcome in the form of food or money.

Other ways the Benevolent Fund was used to bless our neighbourhood this year were as follows:
$6,445 in grocery cards at Christmassplise throughout the year
TTC fare & gas money and other travel expenses to medical appointments, church and other
important meetings
hOOFaAz2ylf Y2ySeé F2NJ F22R GKIFO AayQid F@FrAftloftS
Christmas poinsettias & casdor our shut ins
Help with purchasing medicine for illness
Small gifts for basic needs, laundry, cleaning supplies
Christmas community meal
Child Car Seat
Assistance with a bill, help with a vehicle repair, rent, utility bill

For the first time in over 10 years Forward hosted a Christmas meal for our community. The goal was to
gather people together to share a family type meal together, share the Gasgdethare the joy of Jesus

coming as Saviour of the world. We had delicious food graciously catered by FoodDudes, we sang Christmas
Carols, and shared a meal together. Each table had at least 2 table hosts from Forward to connect with
guests. The meal walelicious and enjoyed by over 65 people. This past year our Church community also
purchased and packed Christmas gift boxes for our guests at the Community Christmas Meal. Our Church
was enthusiastic about purchasing the items and assembling the lboxasSunday afternoon following the

church service. In total 60 bags were made and had many lovely items inside.

The Benevolent Fund started the year with $1,720.00 in the bank. ifotahe to the benevolent fund in

2023, was $39,104.00; Total Expenses of the Benevolent Fund in 2023 was $29,324.00. The Benevolent Fund
finished the year with $11,500.00.
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FINANCE REPORT

| want to start bythankingDavid Nunn for taking on the role of Treasurer for the last few years and
wish him all the best in his new role at Beacon Bible Camp.

Forward has been going through a summer season with its finaagesiod of abundance ready

to harvest. IN2020wexY YA 44 A2y SR | aiddzRé 2y gKIi{ (2 R2 6Al
need to think long about it because we were able to rent it out, and this has supplemented our regular
givings. The more recent challenge has been how to prudently deploy thesg iiu@dmanner that

glorifies God.

The income for 2023 was $634,153 from regular givings and indbieteincluded a very generous

one time gift. Other income include®155,807 from Wildwoodelated rent income, and an
additional $142,000 from a bequest, for a grand total revenue of $931,960. Expenditures were down
from $651,128 in the prior year, to $598,832 in 2023, as the previousrydaded agenerous gift to
refuges in Ukraine

As a result, our cash resources swelled from $289,741 at the beginning of the year to $622,870 at
yearSYR® L A& AYLERNIIYyd GKFIG ¢S RSLX 2& 2dzNJ NB A
please pray for the church leadershiphave wisdom and capacity to prayerfully, thoughtfully, and
diligently put these funds to work.

D2RQa FTIFAGKTdz ySaa fingncdserdtlddsigrigd td giva & holidiySon @viaglzNIO K
DAGAY3I Aa 2dzNJ LISNA2Y I { thedrusual inddmelténs of JVildivgbd rénabzO (0 A
income and the bequest, our finances were quite balanced, wiitly $35,321of income more than
expenses.

Missions expenditures in 2023 were comparable to 2022, except for the large donation to FAIR in
2022 tosupport refugees in Europe as a result of the Ukraine war.

I would like to thank the tellers: Maarten Theunissen, John Deinum, Allister Walsh, Jamie Cudao,
Arthur Wigglesworth, and Tony Quesada. | also want to thank @aial ourbookkeeper, for her
work in keeping our finances properly recorded and presented.

We are blessed to be a church where underfunding is not a distratroom the work of the Lord.
May God continue to bless the work of Forward as we follow Him.

Respectfully submitted,

DavidPower
Treasurer (effective January 1, 2024)
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget
INCOME
Envelopes 10,709 11,481 14,977 10,000
Where Most Needed 332,835 195,163 151,840 170,000
Pre-Authorized Gifts 88,455 75,430 107,170 85,000
Loose offerings - - 1,124 -
Anniversary offering 40,835 47,254 33,533 40,000
Gifts through Charities 80,852 76,779 118,000 100,000
Other gifts - 35 50 -
TOTAL GIVINGS 553,686 406,142 426,694 405,000
MISSIONS INCOME
Envelopes 25,820 8,097 13,185 15,000
Special Missions Offering 26,708 34,309 26,555 25,000
Other Missions Donations - - - -
TOTAL MISSIONS INCOME 52,528 42,406 39,740 40,000
OTHER INCOME
Rent- Glenmore 10,200 10,200 10,200 10,200
Facility Rentals 2,700 2,700 14,100 3,000
Government Grants - 4,653 10,624 3,000
Recoveries & Fees (mainly camp) 11,452 8,066 3,250 6,600
Interest Earned 3,587 575 989 1,000
TOTAL INCOME 27,939 26,194 39,163 23,800
TOTAL INCOME 634,153 474,742 505,597 468,800
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE (Continued)
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget
LOCAL EXPENDITURE
Staff and pastoral costs 388,164 357,584 366,954 378,760
Christian education 27,213 19,449 9,194 21,150
Worship 1,557 2,992 3,193 3,700
Communications and fellowship 10,058 9,777 5,888 13,900
Office and general 16,145 12,513 14,236 12,700
Building 93,714 84,698 84,563 90,600
Bus ministry - - 20 -
Legal 1,589 - 2,830 -
Capital Items and special projects 1,406 10,402 48,884 30,000
TOTAL LOCAL EXPENDITURE 539,846 497,45 535,762 550,810
MISSIONS EXPENDITURE
Individuals 34,040 32,300 47,300 33,390
Missions Organizations 19,700 111,494 27,673 18,200
Other 5,246 10,000 19,100 13,500
TOTAL MISSIONS EXPENDITURE 58,986 153,794 94,073 65,090
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 598,832 651,20 629,835 615,900
INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE BEFORE ¢
ITEMS 35,321 (176,46) (124,238)  (147,100)
Wildwood funds received 155,807 - 325,809 -
Bequest 142,000 - 1,000 -
BALANCHBeginning of year 289,741 466,211 263,640 289,741
BALANCE, End of period 622,870 289,74 466,211 142,641
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDHUBREAL MINISTRY FUND
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget
STAFF AND PASTORAL COSTS
Salaries 215,121 208,309 240,173 247,360
Employee benefits 45,111 45,979 49,075 41,100
Temporary help 89.977 54267 34,080 47,500
Summelinterns 20,803 31985 28,790 28,000
Bookallowance (pastoral staff) 1,283 1,600 2,000 2,000
Staff education & development 2,857 3,240 3,771 1,500
Travel 971 1,011 223 800
Pastoral costs 2,880 1,874 1,354 2,000
Long term interns 6,666 6,608 6,300 6,500
Conferences 2,494 2,711 1,188 2,000
388,164 357,584 366,954 378,760
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Department supplies 2,201 736 497 600
General Ministry expense 3,979 3,898 3,371 4,000
Library/resource centre 30 - 39 50
Day camp 10,380 9,492 2,581 8,500
Developing Ministries 1,545 211 - 2,500
Men's Ministry 222 28 217 250
Family Ministry 414 67 70 1,000
Youth Ministry 8,206 4,976 2,360 4,000
22YSyQa aAyAaidNe 236 41 59 250
27,213 19,449 9,194 21,150
WORSHIP
Organ & piano maintenance 670 559 835 1,000
Worship expenses - 1,182 1,359 1,000
Special speakers - 384 - 700
Song License 615 732 692 800
Communion 273 135 307 200
1,557 2,992 3,193 3,700
COMMUNICATIONS AND FELLOWSHIP
Communications incl. advertising 1,778 4,057 3,985 5,500
Community Outreach 2,903 2,508 75 3,600
Church fellowship and funerals 4,943 2,554 374 4,000
Flowers and auditorium decorations 435 658 1,454 800
10,058 9,777 5,888 13,900
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDHUREAL MINISTRY FUND (CONTINUED)
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENBEEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget
OFFICE AND GENERAL
Bank charges & interest 2,088 2,422 2,315 2,500
Cell Phones 1,242 1,788 2,208 2,200
Postage 972 229 1,118 100
Printing, stationery & officeupplies 9,669 5,129 5,798 5,000
Telephone 2,174 2,945 2,797 2,900
16,145 12,513 14,236 12,700
BUILDING
Building maintenance, repairs and supplies 24,761 16,070 32,693 22,000
Gas 24,016 21,907 15,391 25,000
Hydro & Water 30,112 24,943 23,050 26,000
Insurance 8,979 7,930 7,591 7,600
P.A./ A.V. maintenance & supplies 1,076 435 812 4,000
Glenmore property 4,769 13,413 5,026 6,000
93,714 84,698 84,563 90,600
BUSMINISTRY
Bus insurance - - - -
Bus operating costs - - - -
Bus repairs & maintenance - - 20 -
- - 20 -
LEGAL
Legal expenses 1,589 - 2,830 -
1,589 - 2,830 -
CAPITAEXPENDITURES
Wall Mats - 7,128 - -
CAD drawings for blueprints - 3,274 - -
New signage - - 9,361 -
Windows - - 39,523 -
Pew Bibles 1,406 - - -
Other - - - 30,000
1,406 10,402 48,884 30,000
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FORWARBAPTIST CHURCH
SCHEDULE OF INCOME AND EXPENDRNILHFSEONS

FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget

REVENUE
Envelopes 25,820 8,097 13,185 15,000
Missions Offering 26,708 34,309 26,555 25,000
TOTAL REVENUE 52,528 42,406 39,740 40,000

INDIVIDUALS

Missions 3DAaron and Anna Bowes 20,600 19,000 19,000 19,950
SIM:Don and Erin Longworth 2,100 2,000 5,000 2,100
TTBRay and Sandra Alary 2,100 2,000 2,000 2,100
BMFPDaniel and Emily Ford 2,100 2,000 9,500 2,100
AEBEQ Louis Bourque 2,100 2,000 2,000 2,100
OMF CanadaMartha Oates 1,260 1,200 4,200 1,260
Moveln, Toronto Valera and Laura Strugov 1,260 1,700 3,200 1,260
FEB Int'l Arab MissionBechara and Roula 1,260 1,200 1,200 1,260

Karkafi
SEND IntPaul & Georgie McDonald 1,260 1,200 1,200 1,260
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 34,040 32,300 47,300 33,390
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH
SCHEDULE OF INCOWIB EXPENDITURHBEISSIONS FUND (CONTINUED)
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

2023
2023 2022 2021 Budget
MISSIONS ORGANIZATIONS
FEB Int: FAIR 720 87,874 2,720 720
FEB Int: Leaders Formation 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200
FEB Central: General fund 8,500 8,000 7,000 7,000
FEB Int: Fellowship Network Project 720 720 720 720
FEB Central: Church Planting Program 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200
Liberty Grace Church 1,260 6,400 6,733 1,260
Heritage College &eminary 2,400 2,400 2,400 2,400
Toronto Baptist Seminary 500 500 500 500
Toronto City Mission 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200
SAT7 Canada 2,000 2,000 4,000 2,000
TOTAL MISSIONS ORGANIZATIONS 19,700 111,494 27,673 18,200
OTHER
Conference & Special Speakers 2,121 1,100 1,000 3,500
Short Term Missions - - - 4,000
Gifts to missionaries & retirees 2,825 5,850 - 3,500
Special Events (Aniv Offering distribution) - 2,850 17,500 2,500
Women's Missionary Fellowship 300 200 600 -
TOTAL OTHER 5,246 10,000 19,100 13,500
TOTAL EXPENSES 58,986 153,794 94,073 65,090
Abbreviations:

AEBEQ - Association d'Eglises baptistes évangéliques au Québec (FEB Quebec)
BMFP - Baptist Mission to Forgotten Peoples

FAIR - Fellowship Aid & International Relief

FEB - Fellowship of Evangelical Baptists

OMF - Overseas Mission Fellowship

SIM - Serving in Mission

TTB - Thru the Bible
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FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH
STATEMENT OF FINANCREITION
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2023

ASSETS
Cash
Investments (GIC)
Petty Cash
Gov't Rebates
Accounts Receivable
Prepaid Expenses
Capital Assets

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Deferred Revenue
Benevolent Fund
David Barr Fund

FUND BALANCES

FORWARBAPTIST CHURCH
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2023

BalanceBeginning of year
Receipts rec'd during year
Disbursements duringear

Balanceend of year

Dec. 31 Dec. 31 Dec. 31
2023 2022 2021
248,649 151,392 123,474
354,935 176,349 425,769
185 187 24
22,776 11,132 13,749
17,684 - -
3,007 1,231 505
1 1 1
647,238 340,291 563,522
10,346 1,013 5,382
- 45,696 76,779
11,499 1,720 14,498
2,522 2,122 652
24,366 50,551 97,311
622,871 289,741 466,211
Benevolent David Barr Total Fund
Fund Fund Balances
1,719 2,122 3,841
39,104 400 39,504
29,324 - 29,324
11,499 2,522 14,021
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